
	



	West Dartmoor Mission Community Meeting
Held at St Paul’s, Yelverton at 7pm on 28th May 2026
Minutes
Attending: Revd Andrew Thomas (AT) (Chair), Miranda Donne (MD), Caroline Jennings (CJ), Janet Sturmer (JS), Keith Ebdon (KE), Belinda Gardiner (BG), Ros Knight (RK), Mary Helby (MH), Sarah Gordon (SG), Penny Shobrook (PS), Hillary Monk (HM), Elaine Knight (EK), Richard Byrn (RBy), Hilary Prout (HP), Gill Hiles (GH), Richard Bayly (RB), Mike Godkin (MG), Andrew Lacey (AL).
Apologies: Nicky Smith (NS), Elaine Hay (EH), Brian Medhurst (BM), Caroline Paskins (CP) Helen Sims (HS), Simon Hill (SH), Annie Inman (AI).


	1
	Opening Prayer & Welcome
Following an opening prayer, everyone was welcomed to the meeting. AT noted the disappointment in numbers attending as all PCC Members had been invited as there was a need to discuss Horrabridge PCC. At this Time of Pentecost, all joined in the reciting of a Hymn.
	Next Steps

	2
	Apologies
Apologies noted (as above).
	

	3
	Minutes/Action Points of the MCC Meeting of 22nd January 2026
Minutes from the meeting of 22nd January 2026 were approved as a true record. AT/AL are to review Action Points and AL noted there are few outstanding and these are progressing. 
	

	4
	Matters arising not dealt with elsewhere on the agenda
BG gave a summary of Bubble Church, following a recent training day. It is a very prescribed 27 minute service, using puppets for chidlren aged 0 to 7 years. Now the process starts of getting families interested, including marketing at schools. Services will be in Yelverton on the 1st Sunday and Horrabridge on the 3rd Sunday and will begin in September. The MCC will fund the food that will be provided. Bookings will be made via a designated system. This is very much supported by all.
	


	5
	Finance
AT noted that the Treasurers had met recently and a summary of this was shared by BM. Other points are covered elsewhere in this meeting but all PCCs were reminded to give £500 to the MCC for 2026 as last year.

It was confirmed that the combined collection plate for MCC Services, 5th Sunday and others such as Palm Sunday, go to the MCC. It was noted that there are actions being taken towards other MCC fundraising events.

	








	6
	Horrabridge PCC
AT noted that PCCs are facing an ever decreasing number of members. Like Walkhampton that now only has 3 members and no voting Treasurer, so working, achieving and thriving becomes infinitely more difficult, but all members there have taken on additional responsibilities, including the recent tower renovations project. The same has now happened with Horrabridge, as Elaine has resigned as Treasurer, but will continue to do the books for the next 6 months, so the PCC is down to 3 members but that does include a Churchwarden. So, it is proposed that Horrabridge will be the 1st PCC to be subsumed into the MCC, but how? There still needs to be a separation of operational and strategic decision making but MCC members will have responsibility for Horrabridge. AT & MG are to meet Sophie West (Secretary to the Archidiaconal Mission and Pastoral Committee) as legal support as to how this is progressed. AT will attempt to attend all PCCs going forward. It was asked if any other MCCs had done this and although not in this Diocese, Sophie will know. This is the legal part of the process but the practical also needs considering as in the number of people needed to set up the church for services. There is also the option to amalgamate 2 PCCs. Discussion over the general situation, including PCC roles, and only 3 members carrying these out, whether a Festival Church is an option and cutting services but these do not reduce the financial demands of heating and lighting and maintenance of the building. Horrabridge has the largest population in the beneface and is the heart of the community but needs support from the other PCCs.

AT will revert after meeting Sophie and maybe arrange for her to attend a future MCC Meeting. It was requested that this is not openly shared with others until AT has met Sophie.
	














AT revert after meeting

	7
	Churchwarden Meeting Feedback
There has been no CW Meeting since the last MCC.
	


	8
	Treasurers Working Group Feedback
As discussed above.
	


	9
	Safeguarding
MD noted that although the MCC is 98% up to date with DBS Checks and Training, there are only 2 Safeguarding Representatives. MD ensured all that it is not about being responsible or accountable but more a visible point of contact and that there is a lot of support and training. 

AT to meet Ruth Putman to facilitate supporting PCCs with Safeguarding. MD is looking into what training is available.

For clarification, AT is not a Safeguarding Officer and Phil Knight is the Administrator.

Is there anyone we wish to appoint to a position who will need to be subject to our safer recruitment procedures and/or DBS checks? No.

Is there anyone or any situation that is causing us concern from a safeguarding point of view? No.

Are there any training needs for new members or others in the congregation or refresher training for existing appointees? Ongoing.
	



AT support PCCs

MD for Training






	10
	AOB
CJ raised the point that the MCC has been the recipient of Pastoral Candles for free for many years. They are made by and delivered by Barrie Slatter a friend of CJ, who lives in Suffolk. He has supported the Papa New Guinea Church Partnership and it was agreed to make a donation on his behalf. It was estimated that each candle would cost £80 and each PCC receives 1 each year and has done for at least 6 years. Agreed to send £100 per PCC from MCC Budget and CJ will let BM have the details.
	
CJ send BM payment details

	
	Next Meetings
MCC – 24th September 2026, 1900, St Paul’s Church.
MCC – 21st January 2027, 1900, St Paul’s Church.
APCM - 18th May 2027, 1900, St Paul’s Church.
MCC - 27th May 2027, 1900, St Paul’s Church.
	

	
	Meeting Closed
After saying Grace at 8.15pm.
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