
	



	West Dartmoor Mission Community Meeting
Held at St Paul’s, Yelverton at 7pm on 2nd October 2025
Minutes
Attending: Revd Andrew Thomas (AT) (Chair), Caroline Jennings (CJ), Helen Sims (HS), Simon Hill (SH), Janet Sturmer (JS), Caroline Paskins (CP), Ros Knight (RK), Mary Helby (MH), Nicky Smith (NS), Brian Medhurst (BM), Richard Byrn (RBy), Hilary Prout (HP), Elaine Hay (EH), Andrew Lacey (AL).
Apologies: Richard Bayly (RB).


	1
	Opening Prayer & Welcome
Following an opening prayer, everyone was welcomed to the meeting.
	Next Steps

	2
	Discussion Topic – Pastoral Principles – Address Ignorance
This set of principles has been issued by the Church of England Pastoral Advisory Group for Living Well Together. 

Ignorance was discussed by all in attendance, noting personal experiences and impact within local communities, especially those in our churches. What conflicts have been experienced and how it can affect us. Baptism and families and God Parents that have no involvement in the service, weddings when participants have no interest in the church and an ignorance of what church life is actually like were raised. It was noted that anyone living in the Parish has a legal right to marry in their local church. Some want to have a baptism in church but are unsure why as it’s something they feel they should do

The question was then raised as to what we are actually doing to be open and inviting, welcoming and matching the expectations of others, the caring characteristic of being a disciple and creating opportunities to invite others into the church. We all have opportunities to be welcoming, not only whilst at church but in general life by bringing the church into everyday situations

AT thanked everyone for their positive input and all noted it has given food for thought.
	

	3
	Apologies
Apologies noted (as above).
	

	4
	Minutes/Action Points of the MCC Meeting of 29th May 2025
Minutes from the meeting of 29th May 2025 were approved as a true record. AT/AL have reviewed Action Points and are pleased to note there are none outstanding.
	

	5
	Matters arising not dealt with elsewhere on the agenda
None.
	




	6
	Finance
BM noted that MCC Finances remain ok and RB that Yelverton are getting a SumUp machine for card donations within the church.

The MCC has, over recent years, received an anonymous donation of around £4,000. This has positively affected the budget. It transpires that the donor has given £8,475 as a final donation as they have now moved overseas. BM suggested this amount should be used over the next 2 years, then each PCC would need to pay into the MCC approximately £500 a year to cover costs. All PCCs have considered, bar Sheepstor who haven’t yet met, the financial impact of funding MCC going forward after the donor money has been used over the next 2 years. This would ensure the current level of MCC funding is maintained. £500 annually or instalments was agreed by all and it was noted this should be good for Meavy and Sampford Spiney, Walkhampton also, under the proviso that should work costs increase some monies may need to be returned, Yelverton should be able to contribute more and Horrabridge less due to work costs and Sheepstor are yet to discuss but that all PCC financial positions could change.

More events like the concert being arranged by SH are good for fund raising and there may be MCC savings as there will not be another Curate but maybe other placements. Unfortunately, the Diocese directly receive the rent for the Curates property in Horrabridge.

It was also agreed that the combined collection plate for MCC Services, 5th Sunday and others such as Palm Sunday, to go to the MCC.
	















AT note in Bulletin

	7
	Walkhampton Treasurer
BM noted that AL has been successful in the role of Treasurer for Walkhampton, it has been a good experience on the whole for the MCC and is good value considering what an accountancy firm would charge. It was agreed fund 50/50 split between Walkhampton PCC and the MCC going forward. All PCCs are struggling to fill roles and it was noted that all members are trustees of their PCC and may need to consider resource use to the best of their ability and that following this exercise as an MCC, should other similar circumstances occur, we’d all support each other.
	





	8
	Churchwarden Meeting Feedback
There has been no CW Meeting since the last MCC.
	


	9
	All Souls
The service will be held at 6pm on Sunday 2nd November in Yelverton. Lists can go up in all churches in October for congregation to note names of others they would like remembered. AT/AL will collect these lists 26th/27th October. AT will review the 4pm service at Sheepstor.
	

AT review 4pm Sheepstor

	10
	Safeguarding
Is there anyone we wish to appoint to a position who will need to be subject to our safer recruitment procedures and/or DBS checks? No.

Is there anyone or any situation that is causing us concern from a safeguarding point of view? No.

Are there any training needs for new members or others in the congregation or refresher training for existing appointees? Ongoing.

AT noted that Phil Knight continues to do a great job.

The Archdeacon has mentioned that for next year all Churchwardens and PCC members cannot take up their role until their training is up to date.
	










	11
	AOB
SH reminded all that tickets need to be sold and that he has sold 40 of the 100 so 60 remain so could people please start selling.

Sampford Spiney have a new organ to celebrate this weekend, there is the Pet service at Yelverton and Interchurch Quiz at Horrorbridge coming soon.
	



	
	Next Meeting
MCC – 22nd January 2026, 1900, St Paul’s Church/Church Hall.

	

	
	Meeting Closed
After saying Grace at 8.15pm.
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